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though they existed before we were born; that
they are not superior to the citizen; that every
one of them was ence the act of a single man;
every law and usage was a man's expedient to
meet a particular case; that they all are imitable,
all alterable; we may make as good, we may make
better. Society is an illusion to the young citizen.
It lies before him in rigid repose, with certain
names, men, and institutions, rooted like oak-
trees to the centre, round which all arrange them-
selves the best they can. But the old statesman
knows that society is fluid; there are no such
roots and centres, but any particle may suddenly
become the centre of the movement and compel
the system to gyrate round it; as every man of
strong will, like Pisistratus or Cromwell, does
for a time, and every man of truth, like Plato
or Paul, does for ever. But politics rest on neces*
sary foundations, and cannot be treated with
levity. Republics abound in young civilians who
believe that the laws make the city, that grave
modifications of the policy and modes of living
and employments of the population, that com-
merce, education, and religion, may be voted in
or out; and that any measure, though it were
absurd, may be imposed on a people if only you
can get sufficient voices to make it a law. But
the wise know that foolish legislation is a rope of
sand which perishes in the twisting; that the
State must follow and not kad the character and